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It’s Time to It’s Time to 
Pay DuesPay Dues

for 2023-2024for 2023-2024
The deadline for paying your 

dues is June 30, 2023. Keep 
in mind that chapter treasurers 
will need to have dues turned 
in to them sooner, so they can 
send everything in to ASO and 
International by the June 30 
deadline!

Arkansas State OrganizationArkansas State Organization
ConventionConvention
June 2-4, 2023June 2-4, 2023

Ozark Folk Center, Mountain ViewOzark Folk Center, Mountain View

Coming Coming 
Soon!Soon!

Registration is now open on the ASO website 
(dkgarkansas.weebly.com) 

and will close on May 12, 2023

Checklist for ConventionChecklist for Convention
Tell all your members about the ASO Convention
Register online on the ASO website by May 12, 2023
Remember to make your chapter basket for the 
 Non-Dues Committee Auction
Call Ozark Folk Center for your room reservation    

 Reserved at the park under DKG--Call the number  
	 for	the	Cabins	Office	(870-269-3871)	

 to reserve your room by May	19,	2023
Pack your favorite Kcups because the cabins have 
 Keurig coffee makers
Pack your bag and enthusiasm
See you at  ASO Convention
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“Follow Your Dream With DKG” 
From ASO President Sue Cook   

As my term as your ASO President is swiftly drawing to a close I have been looking back on the 
events and accomplishments in our state organization.  Our chapter members have had the opportunity 
to attend chapter meetings, area meetings, and an International convention.  The best opportunity 
perhaps is still to come during our ASO Convention in June. This important state event will be here 
before we know it! It will be a great way to celebrate the end of another year in the classroom or in 
retirement. We can gather together with fellow chapter members and all our ASO friends from across 
the state at the beautiful Ozark Folk Center in Mountain View.  

Attendees will have the opportunity to learn new ways to support our schools and education through 
DKG and to just bask in the fellowship of like-minded women in a restful setting. This part of the state 
is beautiful and the food will be great! The cabin accommodations are newly renovated. Our DKG 
International Speaker Teresa Cowan is amazing.  Whether you are crafty or not it will be fun to visit the 
Folk Center Craft Village to shop or take a class.

Keep in mind that the convention is not just for officers but for ALL Arkansas DKG members!  Second 
Vice President Janie Hickman and  her committee have been working hard to make the June 2-4 
convention one that you will remember.  The program has been planned to be informative with plenty 
of fun added in.  Awards will be given out at the Saturday luncheon. The installation of the 2023-2025 
officers will take place during the Presidents’ Banquet.  There will be some officer training sessions 
offered during the breakout sessions on Saturday. There will also be some sessions offered that will 
feature aspects of the state park.  On Sunday the Ceremony of Remembrance will be held and will 
include special tributes to Past State Presidents Ella Reese and Wanda Roe.

Over the course of the convention there will be traditional fundraisers happening.  Chapters will again 
make their wonderful baskets for the Non-dues Revenue silent auction.  The Kappa State Education 
Foundation will be selling chances to win a handmade red, white and blue bag stuffed full of pool side, 
summer and picnic themed goodies.   The measurements of the bag are 12 ½ inches by 21 inches by 
13 1/2 inches and has been handmade by Kathryn Dickinson’s sister Kay just for the occasion.   

 I am looking forward to seeing you at the convention! As you enter the park there will be signs to 
mark the way to the registration building.  I will add some lights by the signs just before dark.  Call if you 
have any problems getting to the registration building. (575-430-4622.)  Remember the room registra-
tion cutoff date is 5/19/2023.   Be safe, drive carefully and call me if you need anything. 

ASO President Sue Cook is shown in front 
of two of the buildings that will be used  for the 
state convention. To the left is the visitor center 
where the meetings on Saturday will be held. To 
the right is one side of the building where mem-
bers will check in on Friday for the convention 
and their cabins.  Also Sue’s Surprise on Friday 
and the Ceremony of Remembrance will be held 
in the rec room in this building.



May, 2023

3

ASO President Sue Cook continues her picture 
tour of the location of the June 2-4 ASO Convention.  
This view shows the cabin registration building from the 
other side.

In this picture Sue Cook pauses in front 
of the Skillet Restaurant where the meals 
will be served.

In this view Sue stands in front of a sec-
tion of the cabins that members can reserve 
for the convention.

Schedule continued page 4...
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Schedule continued from page 3...

A Second look... A Second look... Candidates for ASO Positions, 2023-2025Candidates for ASO Positions, 2023-2025

Cathy Toney
President

Janie Hickman
First Vice President

Heather Dunn
Second Vice President

Lindsey Bohler
Secretary

Kappa State Education 
Foundation Trustee

Terri Leins

Kappa State Education 
Foundation Trustee

Karen Roe
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From the ASO Rules Committee: 
Proposed Amendments to ASO Bylaws 2023

The amendments and adjustments listed will be discussed and voted on during the state convention  
in Mountain View coming up June 2-4, 2023.

Amendments continued page 6...
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Amendments continued from page 5...

Amendments continued page 7...
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Amendments continued from page 6...

Amendments continued page 8...
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Amendments continued from page 7...

Amendments continued page 9...
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May, 2023
Amendments continued from page 8...

The ASO Rules Committee members are Chairman Karen Kordsmeier, Cathy Toney, Jessica Wright, Lindsey 
Bohler, and Martha Miliam.
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Tennie Ellene Taylor Russell was a charter member of the Beta Sigma Chapter, 
Kappa State (now ASO) Organization, Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 
The chapter was chartered in 1974.  Tennie served as chapter president from 
1982 - 84.  In her later years, she served as the chapter’s parliamentarian.

Mrs Russell passed away peacefully on Friday, September 9, 2022 with her 
children by her side. Tennie was preceded in death by her parents, husband and 
two sisters, Alma Taylor Bartlett and infant sister  Wilda.  She was born July 23, 
1924, in Iceledo, AR (Newton Co.) to Rufus & Carolyn Tenison Taylor. 

Tennie attended grades 1-8 in a one room schoolhouse taught by her sister 
Alma. She then attended 9th grade in Bellefonte, AR, and from there moved to 
Bentonville to live with her uncle and aunt in order to complete grades 10-12 at 
Bentonville High School. Tennie was a BHS cheerleader her junior year and a ma-
jorette her senior year. It was during her senior year she met her future husband. 
Robert Earl Russell was furloughed, awaiting assignment into the WWII Air Corp. 
She graduated from Bentonville High School in 1942 in the top 5 of her class of 
55 students. Upon graduation Tennie moved to Yuma, AZ, where she worked 
for the civil service in an army hospital during WWII.  After approximately three 
years she moved to Russellville to marry Robert who was attending Arkansas 
Tech University at the time.  They were married February 9, 1946, and moved 
back to Bentonville in 1947 where they remained married for 38 years.  She was 
a member of First Baptist Church since 1950 and taught various Sunday school 
classes for the next 60 years. 

Eventually at the prompting of her husband Tennie attended the University 
of Arkansas and received her Bachelor of Science in Education in 1962 and 
her Masters of Science in Education in 1974.  Tennie spent her whole career at 
Thomas Jefferson Elementary where she taught 3rd and 5th grades and was also 
a reading specialist.  She was Thomas Jefferson’s Principal 1983-84. Tennie re-
tired from the Bentonville Public School System in 1990.  Her educational career 
spanned almost 30 years.  She continued to volunteer in various capacities in 
the school system, one of which was working one on one with students needing 
additional help.   Because of this dedication and devotion, the Early Childhood 
Center was re-named the Tennie Russell Primary School in May 2012.  Tennie 
loved football, especially her two favorite teams, the Bentonville Tigers and the 
Arkansas Razorbacks.  She was a permanent fixture on Friday nights in the 

Beta Sigma 
Chapter

Memorial for a Charter Member: 
Tennie Russell

July 12, 1924 - September 9, 2022 

Hutch Box at Old Tiger Stadium. Ten-
nie attended almost every Razorback 
football game from 1960s until 2010, 
which meant she was 86 years old! 

She is survived by her three chil-
dren, Vella Russell Lewis and husband, 
Robert James Taylor (Jimmy) Russell, 
and Carolyn Russell Larimer, all of 
Bentonville. Tennie is also survived by 
three grandsons and four great grand-
children: Bryan Lewis and wife Erika, 
whose children are Arden & Mac, Kyle 
Larimer, Christian Larimer and wife, 
Jazmin, whose children are Layla & 
Harper.

May, 2023News from Chapters 

Mu Chapter
Mu Chapter met on April 11, 2023, at La Hacienda in Benton.  The meeting started with a guest speaker.  Susie 

Everett, a local community leader and business person, presented information about a faith based adult education 
program to empower women. The program is called “Women Equipped.”  Candidates  18 years or older attend the 
free program for eighteen weeks. There are fall and spring semesters and students meet twice weekly.
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News from Chapters 

Alpha Delta 
Chapter

Members of Alpha Delta Chapter 
proudly show off their new display 
letters donated by member Tanya 
Clayton. Pictured with the letters 
are Tanya Clayton, Laura Gray, and 
Tina Smith.

In April Alpha Delta Chapter in-
vited Pam Edmonson, Hope Public 
School’s Education Examiner, to 
explain the testing used to identify 
students with special needs. Mem-
bers of the chapter were highly en-
gaged and eager to participate in 
this informative meeting.
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20232023
International International 
ConferencesConferences

Tampere,
Finland

July 26-29,
2023

To see more To see more 
information and information and 
register go toregister go to

dkg.orgdkg.org

News from Chapters 

Gamma Omicron 
Chapter

Craig O’Neill, THV Channel 11 an-
chor, received the Red Rose Award 
from Gamma Omicron in February. The 
Red Rose Award is given to someone 
who actively promotes education in 
the community. O’Neill is well known 
in Arkansas for reading to students of 
all ages to promote literacy and life-
long learning. His humor and animated 
reading draws audiences of all ages. 
Pictured are Craig O’Neill and Gamma 
Omicron members Stella Cameron, 
Claudia Smith (president), Cassandra 
Barnett, and Lori Curtis.



Arkansas State Organization News 
is published online the first of each 

odd numbered month at
dkgarkansas.weebly.com

Send articles, pictures, comments, 
and questions to: 
Linda Davidson at

lindavidson@comcast.net
 or 618 LaSalle Drive
Little Rock, AR  72211

or text to (501) 580-4309

Dates to Remember and Deadlines:

Kappa State Education Foundation
Memorials:
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Tennie Ellene Taylor Russell 
Beta Sigma Chapter

by Beta Sigma Chapter

to design a special 
gift basket 

for the non-dues auction!

The ASO The ASO 
Non-dues Revenue Non-dues Revenue 

Committee Committee 
needs all chapters 

coming to the convention

Baskets need to be Baskets need to be 
worth around $50.worth around $50.

Apply to Serve on a 2023-2025 Apply to Serve on a 2023-2025 
Arkansas State Organization Arkansas State Organization 

CommitteeCommittee
Have you ever wanted to serve on a state committee? 

Do you know how much you are valued and needed to 
serve on one? ASO is taking applications for committee 
members for the 2023-2025 biennium.  ASO needs your 
talents to help make our state organization the best that 
it can be. The application is a short Google form that you 
can access by the link below: 

https://forms.gle/1JrAf6eMbKiHydJf6
(Copy and paste this link into your internet browser)

If you are not sure what the committees do or where 
you will best fit, go to the link above to see a description of 
each committee’s work. Every ASO member has much to 
offer and should consider applying. You will not regret it.

*   May 1, September 1 February 1,    Applications for Cornetet Professional Development Award deadlines (dkgef.org)
*  June 2-4, 2023  Arkansas State Organization Convention in Mountain View at the Ozark Folk Center/State Park
*  June 23-25, 2023    DKG State Organization Leaders Training, Irving, Texas
*  June 30, December 1    Annual deadlines for submitting applications for the Arkansas State Organization Scholarship
*  June 30   Deadline to pay dues for the 2023-2024 DKG year
*  July 11-16, 2023  DKG International Conference, Detroit, MI, see International website dkg.org for more information
*  July 18-22, 2023  DKG International Conference, Phoenix, AZ, see International website dkg.org for more information
*  November 1, April 1    Annual deadlines for submitting applications for the Agatha Prator Grant


